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The Australian Institute for the Conservation of Cultural Material (AICCM) registers its dismay at the felling of 

the culturally significant ‘directions tree’ near Buangor, Victoria, on 26 October, as part of the Western 

Highway duplication project.  

We extend our sympathy to the Djab Wurrung people, for whom this is a devastating loss. 

Though many other significant trees will be protected as a result of consultation with the Registered Aboriginal 

Party, we ask State decision-makers to be guided by the diverse cultural knowledge of the community and to 

incorporate their wishes into a revised plan.   

Traditional Djab Wurrung culture did not cease on European occupation and remains a living culture. The site 

was significant before Europeans arrived and continues to be so; a tree that post-dates colonisation cannot be 

excluded from significance solely by virtue of its age. As with the destruction of the Juukan Gorge caves by Rio 

Tinto earlier this year, the incident also shows we do not yet, as a nation, accept or recognise that sacred sites 

are not always made of bricks and mortar.   

The AICCM also calls for our State and Federal governments to review and revise heritage protection laws; to 

place consultation with First Nations peoples first and foremost in decisions affecting cultural sites; and to 

accommodate consultation with all relevant parties, not just those granted an official ‘seat at the table’1. The 

wishes of Aboriginal people should not be ‘…last in line in regards to protecting and preserving cultural 

heritage’.2  

Such revisions would honour the United Nations Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, to which 

Australia is a signatory: ‘Indigenous peoples and individuals have the right not to be subjected to forced 

assimilation or destruction of their culture’.3 

AICCM is Australia’s primary professional association for experts in the conservation of cultural heritage. For further 

information please contact Alice Cannon, President, AICCM at email: president@aiccm.org.au.  
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