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Abstract:

A primary task in any art museum is that of identifying and describing artworks so that the
collection database record adequately represents the nature of the work and its component
parts. When considering time-based artworks there are a range of digital, physical, electronic
and ephemeral components that need to be considered. All of these components may be
required to ‘perform’ a time-based work, but will differ in their importance in relation to the
integrity of the work. For this reason, how a time-based artwork and its associated
components is identified and described impacts our understanding of the work, while also
informing how the work 1s catalogued, located and managed over time. This means that how
a museum defines a time-based artwork must take into account the artist’s intentions in
creating the work and also the practical issues that will impact the museum’s ability to care
for and manage the work over time. This paper investigates the practical and theoretical
issues that impact on the decision-making associated with the cataloguing of time-based
artworks and discusses the approach that has been taken at the Art Gallery of NSW to address
these issues
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