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ABSTRACT  

 

Over the last three years the ACT Division of AICCM have collaborated with the University of 

Canberra and Canberra Museum and Gallery to present events during the Canberra and Region 

Heritage Festival. These have comprised of an evening of talks and two conservation clinics. These 

events have been successful and well subscribed, and have helped develop strong relationships 

between the bodies involved and the Canberra public. The aims of these outreach events at a 

grassroots level is to connect the profession with the wider Canberra community and increase the 

knowledge about conservation to the public. Ultimately these efforts hope to increase the support 

base for heritage conservation. The inter-organisational collaboration also allows heritage and 

conservation students to be exposed to an environment beyond the classroom and major cultural 

institutions. It has also given them an opportunity to learn from experienced conservators as they 

interact with the public through the conservation clinics.  The paper outlines the strategies behind 

the collaborations, how ideas were formulated, and the planning and staging of the events. It will 

also reflect on interesting aspects of community outreach that can be used for future advocacy 

efforts. It is hoped that the experiences and lessons learnt from the ACT will assist other state 

divisions or institutions in furthering their own community outreach efforts. 
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