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the end of his journey into Paradise (Manion & 
Vines 1984). Illustrated throughout with allegorical 
scenes closely following Deguileville’s text and 
often in lurid detail1 (Figure 1), The Pilgrimage is a 
rare and unique item2.

Figure 1:  Text and illustration from The Pilgrimage of the 
Lyfe of the Manhode. f.146r

When acquired in 1936, it was bound in a plain, 
undecorated late 17th century binding of full calf 
leather over laminated pasteboards (Figure 2). The 
textblock had been resewn on five thongs of tawed 
skin and tanned leather wound together and with 
single folded paper endpapers. Fragments of dark 
blue thread at the head and tail were visible,
indicating sewn endbands now lost. The textblock 
fortunately appeared to have survived untrimmed 
but no clear evidence of earlier or contemporary 
bindings could be seen apart from multiple holes in 
the vellum folds indicating one or more previous 
sewings.  Virtually nothing is known of its earlier 
existence other than the name of an early owner, 
Sir John Roucliffe of Cowthorpe, South Yorkshire 
(who died in 1531) written in a flamboyant hand at 
the bottom of folio 215v (Manion & Vines 1984).

The manuscript was brought to the attention of the 
Conservation Section in 1992 when it was proposed 
a microfilm copy be made. The condition of the 

17th century binding was very poor: the animal 
glue on the spine had become brittle, the textblock 
was loose and unstable as the sewing had broken 
down and the spine leather friable with large pieces 
lost. The decision to disbind the volume was made 
since in its damaged state it could be neither 
handled nor displayed safely. In 1992, The Pilgrimage
was removed from its binding, disbound into loose 
quires and a complete microfilm copy made. The 
17th century cover and other loose fragments were 
kept, and an archival rare book box was also made 
to safely house the disbound manuscript. 

Figure 2: The 17th century binding of The Pilgrimage of 
the Lyfe of the Manhode and Pilgrimage of the Sowle before 
treatment.

Codex Sa nct i  Pas chal is

The Codex Sancti Paschalis is a Franciscan Missal, a
text containing prayers and responses for the 
celebration of the Mass, written in the late 13th 
century in the region of Perugia, Italy.  Purchased 
in 1949 by the Australian Province of the 
Franciscan Order of Friars Minor, it is named after 
the Franciscan College, St Paschal’s, in Box Hill.  
Since 1994 the Codex has been on long term loan to
the SLV.

The manuscript is large: folio dimensions are 
244 x 335 mm, with clear signs of having been 
trimmed3.  Each bifolium is made up of a single skin 
of fine calfskin vellum with the spine of the animal
running horizontally through the middle of the 
page.  There are 392 bifolia formed into 37 sections, 
with the final section being a later addition.  The 
text is in a rounded gothic hand.  There is 
additional text in a different hand on the recto of 
folio 252, on the final section, and corrections 
and/or additions throughout the text which show 
the manuscript was very much a functional text.  



  

  



     
      
      

       
      
        
         
      






         


       




        
       
      
    

       


      
      

       
     
     


       


         
        


    

       
      
     
       

       
     
        



        


      

     
       
       
        





      
       
   

         
      
        
        
        

        



  

  


       


        
        
          

         
      
        
  

       
      
       

        

        

      
       


   

       

          
       
       
       

      
     
     
      
  

       


  
       

      
       


      
      


      




     
     

       
      
       
     
       


        
     
       
      
    
     
     
       
      
     
     
         
         
       
       
      


        
 
       
     
        
        
  
     
       
      

         

      
        

       


        

     
        
 
        
        



  

  




        



    

     
     
       
        


 


       
       


       
         


      
     
       


        
       
       
       
     
       
        
      
     
  


      
        
     

        

        



       
      
     
     
      

        
       
      

     


         



        


       


     
       
        
      
        

       
       
        

        
       
       
        
      
       
       
      
       
       
       
      
     
       


        
        


         
       
        
       
     



        



  

  




 


         


      
  

      

      
      
    
  
     
       


       

         
       
       

  

       

       


        






       
 
         
       
       
       
        

       
       


        


      


 
        

     
        








      
       
        
       
       
          
       

        



         
     

      
      
     
    






  

  









       




     

      
       

         
       
         
         


        


      
      
        
        
      


       
   


        
       
         
       
       
      



      
       
       
      


   

       
     

         
         
         

         
         
       
         
 

       
           

        
        
        
      

      
        
       
        



  

  



        
         
        


       

       
       

       



        
         
      
       
       
        
       

       
        
   
      
      
       

       

      
 
        

       
        
      
         
        


  
         

         
      
      










 





    

       
      
    

    
       
       

     

    
      


 

























  

  













 


















































 





































    


















