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Commentaries on the Book of Isaiah by Jerome –  
a conservation treatment
The poster describes the treatment of Explanatoes Divi Hieronimi in Isaiam Prophetam or Commentaries on Isaiah 
by Saint Jerome, a Dutch manuscript produced in 1497 at the Carthusian monastery, Our Lady of Bethlehem, in 
Roermond, Holland. 

In 2009, Commentaries was loaned to the monastery for a major exhibition, The Secret of Silence: the hidden world 
of the Carthusians of Roermond. Displaying the manuscript was problematic as its opening was very restricted and 
on return to the Library, treatment was proposed to re-evaluate aspects of its twentieth century repairs and to 
improve the ease of opening.

An experimental, minimally interventive approach was taken in which details of the original book construction 
revealed during treatment were left exposed. This was inspired in part by the manuscripts in the monastery’s 
collection which, in many cases, have medieval technical details visible. In this way, the finished treatment has  
an educational function.

The manuscript has also been digitised and is now available on-line on the State Library of Victoria website.
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